CONFESSIONAL

doctors and nurses came instead. Still, after
twenty centuries, we have both prisons and hos'
pitals side by side; we are not as sincere as those
Jews nor so easily "convicted by our conscience"1;
but the fulfillment will come. For Jesus reached
another great word in this little story: "Neither
do I condemn thee,1 He said to the woman, which
must mean, I think, that He too had sinned.

"And the next best story in the world is also
His. It is nothing like so astonishing as the first,
but it, too, is a wonder in beauty and sweetness
of appeal. It is the story of lThe Prodigal Son/

"It would need a long explanation to show
how Jesus came to this story. He started, as all
the Jewish teachers seem to have started, with a
firm belief in the moral governance of the world,
an absolute conviction that in this life the right'
eous would be rewarded, and the days of the duti-
ful and obedient would be long in the land.

"The Book of Job was the first sign of revolt
against this cheerful optimism. Job said practi-
cally, ll have always been good, always done right,
and yet here I am plagued and punished as if I
had loved wickedness all my life.1

"This was the position of the Jews when Jesus
came into the world: they still tried to believe in